
Exhibition Chatterbox
John Mawurndjul: I am the old and the new 
A game for two or more players

1  Choose one of the four animals or spirits  
and spell it out loud, opening and  
closing the chatterbox with each letter

2 Choose a descriptive word
3  Find an artwork that YOU think best  

matches your two words
4  Stand in front of the artwork, then lift the 

flap and follow the instructions underneath
5 Switch players and repeat!
6  Listen to the name of your animal or spirit 

in the glossary of johnmawurndjul.com 
or turn over to learn more 
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or song for this artwork. 

Sing it out loud.

Which animals in the 
room are friends or not friends 

with your artwork? Why?
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Look at the face of your spirit 
or animal. How is it feeling? 

Mimic its expression.

What are your first impressions 
of this artwork? Look at it 

for three minutes, what 
else do you notice?
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A. Tear off the 
chatterbox

F. It should 
look like this

B. Turn it over 
and fold bottom 
left to top right

G. Next, turn  
it over

C. Fold bottom 
right to top left

H. Fold each 
corner to the 
middle

D. Unfold it back 
to a square

I. Fold in half  
one way, then  
the other

E. Fold all corners 
to the middle

J. Finished!
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Exhibition organised and toured 
by the Museum of Contemporary 
Art Australia.

For more information and resources 
visit www.johnmawurndjul.com

How to pronounce Ngalyod

Ngalyod (ngull-yot) is an easy word to learn. 
The ng sound is like the ng at the end of sing. 
The first part of this word, ‘ngull’ rhymes 
with hull.

This project has been assisted 
by the Australian Government’s 
Visions of Australia program.


